3210L. 011
AN ACT
To anend chapter 194, RSMb, by adding thereto

one new section relating to disposition of
human fetal remains.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSCOURI,
AS FOLLONG

Section A,  Chapter 194, RSMo, is anended by adding thereto
one new section, to be known as section 194.205, to read as
foll ows:

194. 205. 1. As used in this section, "fetal death" neans

death prior to the conplete expulsion or extraction fromits

not her _of a product of hunmn conception, irrespective of the

duration of pregnancy. The death is indicated by the fact that

after such expul sion or extraction the fetus does not breath or

show any ot her evidence of life, such as beating of the heart,

pul sation of the unbilical cord, or definite novenent of

vol untary nuscl es.

2. In every instance of fetal death, the pregnant wonan

shall have the option of treating the rennins of a fetal death in

the sane manner as the remains of a dead human body are treated

in accordance with applicable | aw

3. In every instance of fetal death, the health care

provi der, upon request of the pregnant wonan, shall release to

the wonan or the wonan's designee the remnins of a fetal death

for final disposition in accordance with applicable law. Such
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EXPLANATI ON- Matter encl osed in bol d-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be onitted fromthe | aw

Matter in boldface type in the above law is proposed |anguage.



request shall be made by the pregnant wonman or her authorized

representative prior to or immediately follow ng the expul sion or

extraction of the fetal rennins. Unless a tinely request was

made, nothing in this section shall require the health care

provider to naintain or preserve the fetal remains.

4. (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a health

care provider fromconducting or acquiring nedical tests on the

remains of a fetal death prior to rel ease.

(2) Upon a request under subsection 3 of this section,

whenever a nedical test is conducted under subdivision (1) of

this subsection, the health care provider conducting the test

shall, where nedically perm ssible and otherwi se permtted by

|l aw, release to the pregnant wonan or the wonan's desi gnee the

remains of a fetal death for final disposition

5. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the health care

provider fromrequiring a release of liability for the rel ease of

the remnins of a fetal death prior to such rel ease.

6. A health care provider shall be imune fromall civil or

crimnal liability, suit, or sanction with regard to any action

taken in good faith conpiance with the provisions of this

section.



